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EAST SURREY BADGER PROTECTION SOCIETY (ESBPS ) 
Please use these addresses to write to any committee member  
postal address: P.O.Box 2774, Purley, Surrey CR8 1WY 
e-mail address: esbps@statacom.net 
Website:  temporarily withdrawn. 
Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the ESBPS. No responsibility 
can be accepted for errors, although every effort is made to ensure accuracy. 
   
Committee Members: 
Chairman.  Ray Ings  01883 380321 
 
Secretary.  Helen Dorrell  020 8660 9827 
 
Treasurer.  Diana Andrews  01883 625585 
 
Senior Field Officer, Warwick Reynolds 020-8688 9905 
Croydon contact & Sett recorder. 
 
Membership Sec’y. Sue Machin  020-8657 3227 
 
Outside Events & Talks  
to Outside Organisations.   Maureen Pembridge  020-8686 5866 
 
Publicity Officer.  Steve Monahan  020-8657 3227 
 
Police Liason Officer. Alan Carmalt  01883 743113 
 
Minutes Secretary. Jennie Dolling 
 
Newsletter & Website Editor. David Malins 020-8657 2174 
 
Mole Valley, Reigate, Banstead, Epsom & Ewell area contact. 
   Ian Tilbury  01372 721289 
 
Contacts for Neighbouring Badger Protection Groups: 
West Surrey:           Dave Williams 01483 811989 
Badger Trust Sussex (Mid Sussex)       Jan Spooner               01403 822735 
West Kent:           Barbara Wilkinson   01474 703948 
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                         IN CASE OF EMERGENCY  
       or if you have important information 
 

  ESBPS 24 Hour Rescue Service:   

        Warwick Reynolds 020-8688 9905 mobile: 07973 327017 

        Ray Ings 01883 380321   mobile: 07736 520332 

        Riverside Animal Centre (Ex London Wildcare)   020-8647 6230  

        Steve Monahan   020-8657 3227. 

 

  RSPCA – 24 Hour Emergencies & Enquiries:   0300 1234 999 

  Police – Crime in progress or danger to life, but also Badgers in  
        road accidents, or interference to Badgers or their setts:        999 
    or ring your local Police Station in office hours – see local directory. 

  Kingston Wildlife Crime Officer  - PC Andy Hawes  020-8721 5855 
    e-mail: Andrew.M.Hawes@met.police.uk 

  Metropolitan Police Wildlife Crime Unit  – 020-7230 8888 
    e-mail: wildlife@met.police.uk 

  Mole Valley Rural Affairs Officer  – PC Jo Morris  01483 632225 
    e-mail: morris2987@surrey.pnn.police.uk 

  Surrey Wildlife Crime Officer  - Steve Juliff 0845 125222  
 e-mail: steve.juliff@surrey.pnn.police.uk (Ripley Police Station) 

  Tandridge Rural Affairs Officer  - PC Nick Shrapel  01737 386622 
                      and 0845 125 2222 ext.6622 

  Crimestoppers – Call anonymously if you have information 
                      on anyone involved in criminal activity: 0800 555111 
 

  Reporting Dead Badgers - Please phone Warwick Reynolds or  
       Helen Dorrell. We do not collect dead badgers, your Council 
       may be able to help.  
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 Contact our Treasurer Diana Andrews.   Tel: 01883 625585 
         PO Box 2774, Purley, Surrey CR8 1WY 
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Chairman’s 
Comments 
by Ray Ings. 

 

  The whole question of culling 
badgers remains uncertain, as later 
articles report. If you haven’t written 
to you MP expressing your views, 
please consider it now. Our 
Government needs constant 
reminders of the folly of going 
against the scientific evidence that 
has been so expensive to obtain 
and proves beyond reasonable 
doubt that culling will not be 
economically viable nor effective in 
the long run. 
 
 

 

Newsletter 
& Website 
Editor �

David Malins 
Tel: 020-8657 2174 
  We must acknowledge the use of 
drawings from Michael Clark’s  
excellent book ‘Badgers’. ‘Badgers’ 
is published by Whittet Books, 
ISBN 0-905483-65-0. We have it on 
our sales stall.  
  Our logo is based on Simon 
Turvey’s painting ‘Badger’.  
Our newsletter & website would 
benefit if you could contribute, 
articles, drawings, photographs or 
anything you think might interest  
members or visitors to our website. 
See addresses on page 2. 
  
ESBPS Website 
  Happily our rejuvenated website 
www.esbps.org.uk is back online 
with a new host.  
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Dedicated to the care, treatment and 
rehabilitation of sick, injured and 

orphaned wildlife. 
24 Hour Emergency Phone  

020-8647 6230 
Beddington Park, Church Road, 

Wallington, Surrey SM6 7NN 
website: www.riversideanimalcentre.org 
e-mail: info@riversideanimalcentre.org  
We appreciate any support that you 

can give us. See page 8  
�
 

 
Outside Events & 
Talks to Local 
Organisations 

Maureen Pembridge   
Tel: 020-8651 3598 
 
 

19th November  7.15pm 
‘Talk about Badgers’  

All are welcome. 
Surrey Wildlife Trust,  

White Hart Barn  
(up side of White Hart Hotel,  

opposite the pond)  
Godstone  RH9 8DT . 

 
 

Do you want to learn more about 
badgers? Surrey Wildlife Trust hold 

day courses. For more details 
contact Maureen Pembridge. 

 
  Maureen would like to hear from 
you if you can help with our Sales 
Table or know of local 
organisations who would like a talk 
about badgers.
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Ed: Several of our reports show that 
inspite of all our efforts, some quite 
heroic, we cannot always save sick 
badgers. The important thing is that 
we are there to help them when they 
need it most. 
 

From Ray Ings, Chairman. 
Nursery Home Badger  

 

  A nursing home just off the A25 called me. The staff were concerned about a 
badger that was curled up in a ball on their back lawn. Although they thought 
that it was still breathing. When you get a call about this type of behaviour in a 
badger it usually means that the badger is in a poor way. It is very unusual for 
badgers to be above ground in the late morning unless there is a medical 
reason. I was met at the home by the owners, who were obviously very 
concerned for the animal.  
On inspection it was apparent that the badger was in a very poor condition. 
There were no obvious injuries but the badger was very emaciated and its 
breathing shallow. I was able to simply pick it up and place it in the carry cage 
in my car.  
I had alerted Wildlife Aid so they were expecting me when I arrived. A more 
detailed investigation led us to believe that the badger had a 50/50 chance of 
recovery. After some veterinary treatment the badger was placed in a warm 
straw lined barn. Wildlife Aid are excellent at the rehabilitation of injured and 
sick badgers, so I knew it could not have come to a better place. Sadly, after a 
couple of days, Wildlife Aid phoned to tell me that the badger had died.  
Not the result we wanted but at least the badger spent the end of its life in a 
warm and comfortable place. The prevention of suffering is very much part of 
what we do which makes us more than just a conservation group.  
 

Fallen tree causes problems  

 

  I had a call from John Taylor, the Chairman of Friends of Kingswood in 
Sanderstead, who was concerned that the entrance holes of a large and 
active badger sett were constantly being blocked by youths.  
Recently a tree had fallen down near the sett and was proving to be a major 
attraction to young people who enjoyed climbing on it. The tree itself was not 
a problem but John felt that if the tree was no longer an attraction, the 
problem would be significantly reduced. The wood is owned by Croydon 
Council but according to John they showed little interest in the problem. John 
and I visited site and he explained that if the tree and some of its branches 
were trimmed, its attraction as a climbing challenge would largely be nullified. 
Hopefully this would lead to a reduction in interference to the sett. We are 
currently exploring how ESBPS can help to solve this problem, so there will 
be an update in the next newsletter. 

 

ESBPS 
Local 
News  
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From Warwick Reynolds, Senior Field Officer. 
Releasing Badgers back to the wild  

 

  This year, not only do we have the daunting task of finding release sites for 
sixteen orphan cubs now being cared for at Wildlife Aid but we have also tried 
to return two older badgers back to the wild. They had been unwell but had 
been monitored at an animal hospital for over a month prior to release, so it 
was not a case of sending out animals unable to fend for themselves. Sadly 
one died after two weeks. The other's condition deteriorated to a point where 
it had to be euthanased. 
Following on from these two, we are releasing two more adult badgers; one is 
now very reluctant to leave the release pen, whilst the other* is more than 
fighting fit after badly injuring its hind foot on electrified railway lines. 
* See story on page 8. 
 

Cemetery with Badgers  

 

  Every couple of years or so we have to do some remedial badger mitigation 
work in a Putney cemetery. The main concern currently was two old graves 
that badgers had dug into. Just about every badger problem can be solved 
fairly easily with a bit of thought and patience. In this case, the badgers left of 
their own volition after six or eight weeks. No real damage to the graves and 
no harm to the badgers.  
The fear now is that with the cutbacks, money might be less available for the 
subterranean barriers etc that we usually have to install in similar situations. 
 

People Problems  

 

Natural England discuss all the options with landowners who have badger 
damage but once the closing down of the sett option is suggested, that is the 
only course that most site owners want to follow. The closing down card must 
be the very last card to play. Usually, there are one or two other ways of 
solving the problem and badgers can exist quite amicably in small gardens, 
cemeteries and under some buildings. 
Closing down a sett is often a short-term solution to a long-term problem. 
Natural England and consultants need to take a wider view of the badger’s 
future prospects as their habitat is definitely shrinking in urban environments. 
We have a situation where a main sett in a large garden has been closed 
down under licence and the entire badger social group has arrived almost 
overnight on a much smaller site which has planning permission. This is now 
really going to stimulate the thought processes  
                                       - I am sure we will be able to hatch a cunning plan... 
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2009 Cub Release – ‘An update’  

based on an article by Pam Mynott of the Leicestershire Badger Group. 

 

Last October 6 orphaned badgers from Wildlife Aid in Surrey were released 
into an artificial sett in a quarry near Peterborough. 
The cubs were transported by Ray Ings and the sett was constructed under 
the supervision of Warwick Reynolds, both from East Surrey Badger 
Protection Society. North Northants Badger Group members also played a 
major part in the sett’s construction. 
 
The Quarry workers took good care of the cubs and each night put out food 
for the youngsters, largely supplied by the ESBPS. This had to be continued 
much longer than normal, as the weather was so cold that there was little 
natural food to be found. The men also kept a close eye on what the badgers 
were doing by watching the closed circuit TV cameras. These were placed 
around the sett and in the underground chambers.  
After a time, although the cubs were coming to the artificial sett to be fed, they 
were no longer using its underground chambers.  
The youngsters had dug their own sett a short distance away. 

In March this year we went to the release site with Brian Sanders of the North 
Northants Badger Group. We first viewed the artificial sett, where we could 
see a trail of bedding leading to the new sett. The yearlings had clearly been 
busy making themselves comfortable in their new home.  
There was also a large dung pit that showed they were eating lots of food. 
We were surprised to see how big and well established the new sett looked. It 
had four entrances and there was lots of fresh spoil. I suspect the cubs had 
enlarged an old rabbit warren for their new home but they must have worked 
very hard. 
We then went to look for further signs of what the badgers were doing and 
where they were going. In a small wood just opposite the sett we sadly found 
the body of a young badger. It looked to be a yearling and we assumed that 
one of the six released badgers had died. 
The cubs had all been fitted with a microchip like the ones used for cats and 
dogs. Each cub's chip had a different reference number so it could be 
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identified. Brian took the body to his local vet to find which animal had died. 
However the dead badger did not have a chip. We were all relieved by this 
news and pleased that the youngsters were doing so well in the wild. 
 

Badger Survives Live Rail Shock  

 

South London Guardian and Surrey 
Comet reported that an electrocuted 
badger has made a miraculous 
recovery after surviving a massive 
shock on a railway line.  
It had been thrown through the air and 
was spotted by commuters as it lay 
motionless on a section of the District 
Line near Wimbledon Park station. 
Volunteers rushed the badger to one 
of the country's leading animal hospitals in Church Road, Wallington. Founder 
of the Riverside Animal Centre Ted Burden was astonished to find signs of 
life. He said: "It's amazing that the badger survived such a massive electric 
shock in the first place. That voltage should have killed him instantly but his 
foot must have clipped the live rail and he was literally thrown clear." 
After several hours controlling the badger's heart, it was operated on to 
rebuild tissue on his foot. After a long recovery period it was released by 
Warwick Reynolds of the ESBPS. 
The final hospital bill was expected to reach £800, so donations would be 
welcomed by Riverside Animal Centre (ex-London Wildcare Wildlife Hospital) 
at riversideanimalcentre.org or telephone 020 8329 9244. 
 

Stranded Badger Rescued 
by Duncan Wallace RNLI 

 

On 20 May 2010 a badger was rescued 
by a RNLI crew when it became stranded 
on rocks at a Cornish beach. The 
Newquay lifeboat team was alerted by 
the RSPCA to the incident on Forth 
Beach at about 0940. 
  The RSPCA and RNLI used a cage and 

collaring pole to catch the badger before transporting it ashore. It is thought 
the badger had become stranded on the rocks after being caught out by the 
rising tide. Fortunately, the badger was not injured. 
Helmsman Joe Emmett said: "We've rescued dogs before, also the odd dead 
cow or sheep that were shipping hazards, never a badger. The badger wasn't 
very happy, and didn't seem to be a fan of the RNLI nor appreciate our 
services. Once the RSCPA had him in the cage, he settled down and was as 
quiet as a Iamb." The badger was soon released nearby. 
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Our First Badger Rescue 
by Joan Branton West Kent Badger Group. 

 

At 1.30am on Friday 8th January, Roger and I received an SOS about an 
injured badger in a back garden in Woldingham. Although we have rescued 
many injured foxes and other wildlife, and have checked on RTAs, this was 
our first call out to pick up a live badger. 

 

It had been snowing heavily and we were advised by the caller that they  
were snowed in. We agreed we would attempt to rescue the badger  
and set off. The main roads were gritted and, apart from the steep hills going 
down into the Woldingham valley being closed, the journey was fairly easy 
until we reached the road leading to the caller's house. The road was still 
covered in deep snow so Roger fitted the front wheels of our car with the 
brand new snow socks he had bought for just such an occasion*. The snow 
socks were brilliant and we reached the house without problems.  

 

The badger had no obvious injuries but was shivering, barely conscious and 
making awful rasping noises. We used a grasper to get the badger into the 
carrier. As the snow was so bad, we took the badger home and contacted the 
24-hour Foxgrove Veterinary Hospital at Beckenham. However, because of 
the deep snow, the on-duty vet had not been able to reach the surgery and 
the badger would not have been examined until the following morning. 

  

In desperation, we rang Dave Witherspoon, our Area Contact. He advised us 
to contact Darwin's Veterinary Surgery 24-hour service but they advised us 
that they could not treat the badger. 

 

By this time, we had moved the badger indoors and made it as comfortable as 
possible by covering it with a thick blanket and placing the carrier in front of a 
convector heater. My next phone call was to Wildlife Aid at Leatherhead, 
where I left a message on their on-call number. Simon Cowell, phoned me 
back immediately and advised that it was not a good idea to try and get to the 
hospital through the snow and to wait until morning when the roads would be 
better. He also advised that keeping the badger warm was the best treatment 
for the first 24 hours. 

 

By 6am the badger appeared to be responding and was not so distressed but, 
suddenly, it took a turn for the worse, thrashed about, suffered a massive 
haemorrhage from the anus, collapsed and died. I advised Animal Aid and 
Simon kindly phoned me back to commiserate. It was an extremely 
disappointing outcome but I felt we had done all we could for the badger, an 
old boar with only one ear. 

 

Fortunately, I have an arrangement with our local council for Environmental 
Services to pick up carcasses for incineration, which they did on the following 
Monday. 

 

* WeissSock. tyre socks can be obtained from  
http://www.snowchains.co.uk/ 
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PO Box 708   e-mail:-enquiries@nfbg.org.uk 
East Grinstead   website: www.badgertrust.org.uk. 
East Sussex,    Chairman - Dave Williams. 
RH19 2WN.   Sec’y - Dr Pam Mynott 
Tel: 08458 287878 
Fax: 02380 233896 

 
Badger Trust is the working name of the National Federation of Badger Groups 
(NFBG). 

 

The NFBG is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England no.5460677;   
Registered charity no.1111440. 
 

Badger Trust promotes the conservation, welfare and protection of badgers, their setts 
and their habitats.  It represents and supports 60 local voluntary badger groups 
throughout Britain, provides expert advice on all badger issues and works closely with 
the RSPCA, the police and others.  

 

Badger Trust maintains a database on incidents of badger persecution in Britain.   
 

Badger Trust is an active member of PAW – The Partnership for Action against Wildlife 
Crime. This involves the police, other government agencies and non-governmental 
organisations that are working to fight wildlife crime.  
 

Badger Trust is a member of WCL – Wildlife & Countryside Link.  
 

To learn more about badgers and the facts affecting  their lives 
visit the Badger Trust website: www.badger.org.uk  
Also check here for the origination of articles marked **. 

 
 

 
 

 
Victory for badgers as Court of 

Appeal declares proposed  
Welsh badger cull unlawful  

 

Campaigners celebrated on Tuesday 13 July as 
the Court of Appeal handed down judgment 
finding the proposed Welsh badger cull to be 
unlawful on all three grounds they raised on 
appeal. 

   

 

�

�����
�
�
����  
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On 5 July, the Welsh Ministers had allowed the appeal on the basis of one of 
three grounds - That the 2009 Order which permitted culling in the whole of 
Wales was not supported by evidence and was unlawful as a result. 

 

However, the Court of Appeal also ruled that the Welsh Ministers had acted 
unlawfully in:  
1. Misinterpreting section 21 of the Animal Health Act 1981 as giving them 
power to cull if they could achieve a potential reduction in TB which was 
merely more than trivial or insignificant.  
2.They unlawfully failed to carry out a balancing exercise to weigh up the 
harm involved (ie killing over 2,000 badgers) against the potential benefit 
(which the Minister’s own model predicted to be a reduction in the rate of 
cattle herd breakdowns of just 0.3% of farms annually). 

 

Giving the lead judgment, Lord Justice Pill  sounded a warning to the Welsh 
Ministers when he said that: “It is not open to the Welsh Assembly 
Government immediately to make a fresh Order in the same terms but 
covering only the IAPA [Intensive Action Pilot Area] and to proceed forthwith 
with a badger cull there.” 

 

Lord Justice Stanley Burnton made this observation: “If this order is valid, it 
would follow that, in the absence of devolution, the Act could be used, in 
effect, to disapply the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 throughout England and 
Wales, by means of a single statutory instrument [such as the TB Eradication 
(Wales) Order 2009, which is secondary legislation]. If the cull authorised by 
such an order were effective, the badger, an indigenous species, would be 
eradicated and become extinct in this country. I doubt that this is what 
Parliament envisaged or authorised when enacting section 21.” 

 

Two of the three judges also ruled that the short-term 9% potential reduction 
in TB to be gained from the proposed cull on the Minister’s evidence did not 
qualify as a ‘substantial reduction’ as required by the Animal Health Act 1981.  
 
Gwendolen Morgan  of Bindmans LLP  who represents the Trust said: 
“This is a just outcome for a determined group of wildlife campaigners and an 
even better day for badgers. This case was the first in relation to section 21 of 
the Animal Health Act 1981 and it will give important guidance to Ministers 
considering future culls, potentially in relation to different species and different 
diseases. The court emphasised the fact that Parliament deliberately drafted 
the Act so that wildlife could not be killed without robust scientific evidence 
proving that this would result in a ‘substantial reduction’ or elimination in the 
incidence of a disease. In future scenarios, the relevant Minister will now have 
to conscientiously carry out a balancing exercise weighing up the detriment in 
terms of the extent of wild animals to be killed, and the impact on the species, 
against the potential benefits in terms of disease reduction. Finally, the 
Minister may only make an order to cull following lawful consultation in 
relation to a specific area for which there is scientific evidence to justify a cull. 
As Lady Justice Smith said ‘Hunch and anecdote would obviously not be 
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sufficient; nor would impermissible extrapolation [from the scientific 
evidence].’” 
 
David Williams , Chairman of the Badger Trust , said: “We are delighted with 
this outcome. We are grateful to all the badger groups and supporters whose 
donations and encouragement made this crucial legal action possible. 
Of all the wildlife organisations the Badger Trust exists to secure the welfare 
of our native protected species, the badger, and we will continue to do so 
through lawful means. We are pleased to see that the protection offered by 
wildlife law cannot be vitiated by political smoke and mirrors and that the court 
saw the issues so clearly. We also note the court’s criticism of the Welsh 
Ministers’ failure to reveal their advice without it being heavily edited. 
Scientific evidence about the futility of killing badgers to control bovine TB 
remains exactly the same. Although some farmers may see this judgement as 
a setback, the massive body of rigorously peer-reviewed literature shows that 
killing badgers can play no meaningful part in the eradication of bovine TB 
and that robust cattle measures are sufficient, as demonstrated by the fact 
that the rate of increase in new TB outbreaks is already starting to slow (see 
facts reported in the following article). We also hope that the Minister will now 
adopt a strategy of vaccination as a cost-effective, viable alternative.” 
   

It should be noted: 
By law badgers may only be culled if such culling would “eliminate or 
substantially reduce” the incidence of TB in cattle. The Badger Trust 
successfully argued that the High Court made an error of law in holding: 
�   that the words “substantially reduce” in section 21(2)(b) of the Animal 
Health Act 1981 meant simply any reduction in TB that was “more than merely 
minor or trivial”; 
�   that, once it arose, the discretion to make an order under section 21(2) 
could lawfully be exercised without the Minister doing any balancing act to 
consider the harm involved (ie. killing over 2,000 badgers) against the 
potential benefit (which the Minister’s own model predicted to be a reduction 
in the rate of cattle herd breakdowns of just 0.3% of farms annually).  
�   In addition, the Trust argued that the Ministers erred in making an Order for 
the whole of Wales having only consulted on the basis of the Pembrokeshire 
IAPA (Intensive Action Pilot Area) and on the basis of evidence which, at best, 
supported culling in the IAPA only. The Welsh Ministers conceded the appeal 
by reference to this point and the court unanimously agreed that it rendered 
the Order unlawful notwithstanding their findings on the first two points. 
 
Ed: A satisfactory result – but at what a cost! 
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Six-figure Bill to Uphold Wildlife Law  
13.7.2010 

 

The Badger Trust has been encouraged to see that the law can be effective in 
the protection of badgers after the Court of Appeal reversed a judicial review 
supporting the Welsh Assembly Government's (WAG’s) decision to kill the 
animals. 
Welcoming what could prove to be a landmark decision for wildlife, David 
Williams, chairman of the Badger Trust, said the judicial review proceedings in 
April and the subsequent appeal had been enormous undertakings for an 
organisation with only three staff, all part time. "We have invested our money -
- our groups' and supporters' subscriptions and donations - to support our 
conviction that the law had to be tested and that the science was right. 
Although a protective order saved £10,000, the total bill will be well into six 
figures. That's a huge sum for us but it has paid off handsomely, thanks in no 
small measure to our legal team. 
Mr Williams added: "We are delighted with this outcome. We are grateful to all 
the badger groups and supporters whose donations and encouragement 
made this crucial legal action possible. 
Ed: Before we celebrate too much, the danger of cul ling rears its ugly 
head in England again  – see following article. It is not too late to add 
your financial support for the considerable effort being put in by the 
Badger Trust
 

What the Minister failed to tell the farmers 
Ed: The following is based on the Badger Trust release 26.7.2010 

 

The Agriculture Minister thinks “there is not a country in the world that's got rid 
of TB without addressing the problem in wildlife".  
But there is. It was the UK, says the Badger Trust.   

 

Mr James Paice was speaking at the Game Fair last week and did not seem 
to know that bovine tuberculosis (bTB) was reduced from 16,000 cases in 
1961 to 628 by 1979 in an eradication scheme that did not include 
”addressing” – ie killing – wildlife. 

 

The main thrust of the Area Eradication Scheme of the post war years was 
annual testing and rigorous controls on the movement of cattle. Relaxation of 
both these measures was followed by a massive surge in bTB from the mid-
1980s. The rise was made worse by suspension of testing during the BSE 
and foot and mouth epidemics during the last decade, and restocking with 
untested cattle. 

 

The Coalition Government’s manifesto envisages a “science-led cull”, while 
Mr Paice told the farmers he had a “clear belief” a cull would help.  

 

David Williams, chairman of the Trust, said: “There was no science behind Mr 
Paice’s ‘belief’. I am amazed that a politician in his position does not know 
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how this textbook scheme worked. Gassing and other measures from 1975 
did not reduce bTB from around 100 breakdowns a year up to 1985, nor 
prevent the increase since then. Almost ten years of rigorous study have 
shown that it would take complete killing operations over many years in areas 
as big as Birmingham or Glasgow to achieve only short-term benefits, if any."  

 

Mr Paice also omitted to mention: 
A relevant conclusion in an authoritative document published recently in a 
peer reviewed scientific journal was: “Our findings show that the reductions in 
cattle TB incidence achieved by repeated badger culling were not sustained in 
the long term after culling ended and did not offset the financial cost of culling. 
These results, combined with evaluation of alternative culling methods, 
suggest that badger culling is unlikely to contribute effectively to the control of 
cattle TB in Britain. 

 

Mr Williams said: “No other industry could get away with killing huge numbers 
of wildlife for such transient benefits when so many other proven techniques 
are again yielding results, as now seems to be the case. We simply do not 
understand why the farming industry is so obsessed with killing wildlife”. 
There were many omissions in Mr Paice’s remarks as reported by the show’s 
website. It did not refer to: 
A. The encouraging bovine TB figures for the first quarter of this year show: 
1. A 10% fall in new herd incidents. (Between Jan 1 and Mar 31: 1,378 
against 1,543 in the same period last year.)  
2. A drop of 24.3% in the number of cattle slaughtered as reactors to the skin 
test, as inconclusives and direct contacts. 
(Between Jan 1 to Mar 31:  9,687 against 12,807 in the same period last 
year.)  
More significantly, the Trust recently highlighted: 
3. A 6% fall in herds confirmed as infected between the whole of 2008 and 
2009. 
All this  without any wildlife being “addressed”.  

 

B The Minister could also have said that in Wales, where an intensive 
eradication programme (excluding badger culling) is in progress: 
1. The ratio of herds infected last year was 1 in 141. A vast improvement over 
1 in 104 in 2008.  
2. The overall reduction in new  
herds confirmed was 5% - from 541 to 513. With no badgers killed .  
C. That in Dyfed, just over the border from where he was speaking in Powys, 
13% fewer cattle were slaughtered in 2009 than in the previous year. 
Still no badgers killed .  
(Dyfed is part of the area proposed for culling that was recently stopped by 
the Court of Appeal.)  

 

D. There was a 7% fall in cattle slaughtered because of bTB in England. 
25,557 in 2009 - 27,455 in 2008.  Also  No badgers killed. 
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E. Scotland, thanks to rigorous cattle regulations, has now been given bTB-
free status by the EU. 

 

F. Finally he could have acknowledged that Northern Ireland has ruled out 
badger culling, although details of its proposed “prevalence study” are 
awaited.  

 

Mr Williams added “Mr Paice said it was his ‘clear belief’ that a cull was 
needed. ‘Belief’, whether clear or not, is simply not good enough in the face of 
£50 million-worth of rigorously tested science. For 40 years farmers have 
suffered from their industry’s obsession with badgers and its stubborn 
resistance to proven cattle measures. Now, Mr Paice proposes to land them 
with the bill for the ‘cull’ he wants”. 

 

Ed: When will Government take notice of the science and stop pandering to 
the vociferous farming lobby? The Minister has had his quick fix of popularity 
infront of a large crowd now he has escaped and must face the real world 
.

Not guilty, your lordship 
The following is based on an article  

by Joan Branton of West Kent Badger Group. 

 

WHO dunnit? That was the question. Who was vandalising car brake pipes in 
the West Wickham area of Kent? Joan tells of detective work that began with 
Brock as one of the possible culprits. 

 

The police gathered forensic evidence, examined CCTV footage, and then 
when teeth marks, possibly from badgers, were spotted on the brake pipes, 
local vet Andy Garton was asked for his opinion. 

 

He in turn called on the help of WKBG trustees Roger and Joan Branton who 
called in a silent witness, a badger skull. From that it became evident that 
badgers weren't to blame. 

 

Next step: the advice of Dave Flint, of the Metropolitan Wildlife Crime  
Unit, was sought, and he in his turn contacted Professor Stephen Harris, an 
expert in biological sciences at Bristol University. He identified the culprits as 
foxes. "Foxes chew a wide range of objects, rubber balls, cables, garden 
hoses, shoes, gloves and pipes under houses," he explained. "They occasion-
ally chew brake pipes too. Sometimes this is simply part of their usual 
behaviour of chewing objects. However, it appears they also occasionally 
develop a taste for brake fluid. There is no doubt the damage in these cases 
is the work of animals, not people, and the damage is entirely consistent with 
foxes." 

 

Police in Kent later said there were nine separate instances attributable to 
foxes, among them three Mercedes and a BMW. Police went on to advise 
local residents to check their brakes by applying them before moving off. 
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East Surrey Badger Protection Society Membership Application 
Please return to Treasurer PO Box 2774, Purley, Surrey  CR8 1WY 
Minimum annual subscription: Family at one address £8 ��� � , Adult £6, ��� �  
Child under 15 ��� �  / Senior citizen ��� �  / Student £4 ��� � .    
 

                     Please �  relevant box and use BLOCK CAPITALS:  
          initials        surname   *delete as necessary.  

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms*    . . . . . . . . .    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    e-mail address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

either – I enclose a cheque/PO for £ . . . . . . , it includes a £ . . . . . . . donation.  
 
Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

or – we would be very pleased if you sign this Bankers Order: 

Your bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Branch address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Your Account No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . Branch No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Please pay (now and) † on the 1st January each year to the East Surrey Badger 
Protection Society at Lloyds Bank, 102 South End, Croydon  CR9 1YA, 
                          † delete if joining between October 1st & December 31st 
Account No. 2435058, Branch No. 30-92-45  

the sum of £ . . . . . . . . . .  (it includes a £ . . . . . . . .  donation)  
 
Signature . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Gift Aid Declaration : 
Please treat all subscriptions and donations paid to ESBPS since 6 April 2000 and 
from this date as Gift Aid donations. 
                          Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .   Date . . . . . . . . . .  

Please note: 1. You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the ESBPS. 
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that 
ESBPS reclaims on your donations in the tax year you give.  
3. If, in the future, your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and/or 
capital gains equal to the tax the charity reclaims, please notify the ESBPS. 
4. If you pay tax at a higher rate – although ESBPS cannot reclaim tax at the higher rate, you 
can claim tax relief when completing your tax return. 
 
SURREY BADGERS NEED YOU!  To discuss the possibility of giving us much needed help 
with manning sales stalls, ‘professional skills’, or in any other way please tick the  ��� �� ���
����


