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EAST SURREY BADGER PROTECTION SOCIETY (ESBPS)
Please use these addresses to write to any coremitenber

postal address P.O.Box 2774, Purley, Surrey CR8 1WY

e-mail addressesbps@statacom.net

Website temporarily withdrawn.

Views expressed in this newsletter are not nedbssianse of the ESBPS. No responsibility
can be accepted for errors, although every effomade to ensure accuracy.

Committee Members

Chairman. Ray Ings 01883 380321
Secretary. Helen Dorrell 020 8660 9827
Treasurer. Diana Andrews 01883 625585

Senior Field Officer, Warwick Reynolds 020-8688 9905
Croydon contact & Sett recorder.

Membership Sec'y. Sue Machin 020-8657 3227

Outside Events & Talks
to Outside Organisations. Maureen Pembridge 020-8686 5866

Publicity Officer. Steve Monahan 020-8657 3227
Police Liason Officer. Alan Carmalt 01883 743113
Minutes Secretary. Jennie Dolling

Newsletter & Website Editor. David Malins  020-8657 2174

Mole Valley, Reigate, Banstead, Epsom & Ewell areeontact.

lan Tilbury 01372 721289
Contacts for Neighbouring Badger Protection Groups
West Surrey: Dave Williams 01483 811989
Badger Trust Sussex (Mid Sussex) Jan Spooner 01403 822735
West Kent: Barbara Wilkinson 01474 7439



IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

or if you have important information

@' ESBPS 24 Hour Rescue Service
Warwick Reynolds 020-8688 9905 mobile: (327017
Ray Ings 01883 380321 mobile: 07736 52033
Riverside Animal Centre (Ex London Wildcar@20-8647 6230
Steve Monahan 020-8657 3227.

@ RSPCA- 24 Hour Emergencies & Enquiries: 0300 1234 999

@ Police— Crime in progress or danger to life, but alsddgas in
road accidents, or interference to Badgetkeir setts: 999
or ring your local Police Station in office heu- see local directory.

@ Kingston Wildlife Crime Officer - PCAndy Hawes 020-8721 5855
e-mail: Andrew.M.Hawes@met.police.ul

@' Metropolitan Police Wildlife Crime Unit — 020-7230 8888
e-mail: wildlife@met.police.uk

@ Mole Valley Rural Affairs Officer — PC Jo Dootson 01483 632225
e-mail: dootson2987@surrey.pnn.palike

@ Surrey Wildlife Crime Officer - Steve Juliff 0845 125222

e-mail: steve.juliff@surrey.pnn.police.uRipley Police Station)

o Acting Tandridge Rural Affairs Officer —
PC Lizzie Robinson-Charlton 01483 63316|

- Crimestoppers— Call anonymously if you have information
on anyone involved in crimiaativity: 0800 555111

@ Reporting Dead Badgers Please phone Warwick Reynolds or
Helen Dorrell. We need to know about therhvioel do not collect dead
badgers, your Council may be able to help.
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Contact our Treasurer Diana Andrews. Tel: 01833585
Socrer PO Box 2774, Purley, Surrey CR8 1WY
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WS Comments
by Ray Ings.

The Surrey Mirror recently ran a
story concerning seven orphaned
badgers that were release back into
the wild by the East Surrey Badger
Protection Society — see p?. This
project involved months of
rehabilitation and a great deal of
time, money and effort in building
an artificial sett and temporary
containment pen. It is ironic
therefore that in other parts of the
country the Government seems
determined to press ahead with
plans to kill badgers in a futile
attempt to reduce the level of TB in
cattle herds. This is despite the fact
that the scientific evidence strongly
indicates that such action will be
likely to fail and in some cases may
even make the situation worse. The
government's own

Independent Scientific Group (ISG)
concluded that killing badgers is not
a sensible or cost effective strategy
to address the TB problem in cattle.
They stated 'Licensing farmers to
cull badgers will risk increasing and
spreading TB' so it is difficult not to
conclude that politics and not
science is driving this policy. We
would therefore urge all readers to
write to their MP to oppose this cull
and respond to the DEFRA public
consultation document that can be
found at www.defra.gov.uk. Also
see Badger Trust guidance p.

D!

DEFRA recently release a report on
their field trials of a vaccine for
badgers. Laboratory research had

previously shown that vaccinating
captive badgers significantly
reduced the progress, severity and
excretion of the micro bacteria
associated with TB. A key finding
of the field study conducted over
four years was that the vaccination
resulted in a 74% reduction in the
proportion of badgers testing
positive to the antibody blood test
for TB in badgers. DEFRA goes on
to caution that this does not yet
provide definitive evidence that the
badger vaccine would result in
reducing TB in cattle but there
results are certainly promising.
Unfortunately one of the actions of
the new DERFA minister James
Piace was to cut the vaccination
research relating to TB in badgers
as he seems to have already
decided that the way forward in
tackling TB in cattle is to kill
badgers. This is despite the
scientific evidence showing that
killing badgers will not help the
problem and in some cases could
even make it worse.

Another interesting development is
findings of a farmer who operates a
herd of Aberdeen Angus right in the
middle of a TB hotspot in
Gloucestershire. He has been
putting down sweetened mineral
blocks high in trace elements iodine
and selenium where they are
accessible by badgers but not by
cattle. Over the last six years, since
he has done this, he has not had a
single outbreak of TB in his herd.
He noted that the increase in TB
levels in both badgers and cattle
seemed to correlate with a
significant increase in growing



maize and feeding it to cattle.
Maize has also been an increasing
component of the badger diet as it
has been grown more extensively.
Maize is relatively low in these
trace minerals compared to
standard grass and grass silage.
There has been other research that
has suggested such a link but it has
lacked a robust statistical basis.
The farmer Mr Roper is now
conducting a properly designed
experiment to provide a more
scientific approach to his theory.
We will be interested to see what
the results are.

Newsletter
& Website
Editor

David Malins
Tel: 020-8657 2174

We must acknowledge the use of
drawings from Michael Clark’s
excellent book ‘Badgers’. ‘Badgers’
is published by Whittet Books,
ISBN 0-905483-65-0. We have it on
our sales stall.

Our logo is based on Simon
Turvey’s painting ‘Badger’.
Our newsletter & website would
benefit if you could contribute,
articles, drawings, photographs or
anything you think might interest
members or visitors to our website.
See addresses on page 2.

ESBPS Website

Happily our rejuvenated website
www.esbps.org.uk is back online
with a new host. We hope you find
it interesting.

Dedicated to the care, treatment and
rehabilitation of sick, injured and
orphaned wildlife.
24 Hour Emergency Phone

020-8647 6230
Beddington Park, Church Road,
Wallington, Surrey SM6 7NN
website: www.riversideanimalcentre.org
e-mail: info@riversideanimalcentre.org
We appreciate any support
that you can give us.

#7« Outside Events &

%W § Talks to Local

SocreTt . .
Organisations
Maureen Pembridge
Tel: 020-8686 5866
mob: 07758 715422

Maureen is looking forward to a
larger programme in 2011 and
would like to hear from you if you
can help with our Sales Table or
know of local organisations who
would like a talk about badgers.

JRYLIN
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Badger in Grave Danger !
Warwick Reynolds, East Surrey
Badger Protection Society’s Senior
Field Officer, had a call from the
staff of a Redhill cemetery ‘A
badger has got its head stuck in a
grave stone’. ‘What do | need for
this rescue?’ he thought ‘angle
grinder? bolt croppers?

>
%015330%

*,




| don't know! Sling everything on
board and off we go'.

Sure enough there was the badge
with its head stuck in a 3% inch
diameter hole in the marble base of
the headstone. Usually this hole is
used for a flower pot.

Mr Badger was screwing round and
round over the grave, up over the
headstone then down and round
again. He must have been doing
this for some time, because his
paws were bleeding.

Holding the badger vertically,
Warwick could see that its jaw
bones had sprung through the hole
and then jammed. No way was its
head going to become unstuck. He
immediately phoned Ted Burden,
Founder of Riverside Animal
Centre. Thankfully, he was able to
come out but it took him an hour to
arrive. In the mean time Warwick
had been hanging on grimly to the
wriggling badger. Ted gave the
badger a tranquillizer but this
seemed to have the same effect as
adrenaline — its struggles grew
even fiercer.

Warwick continued to grapple with
the badger while ‘Hercules’
struggled to lift the heavy marble
slab for the mighty ‘Thor’ to strike a
tremendous blow with his sledge
hammer. The slab shattered and

out popped the badger's head. Its
ears must have been ringing but
they were still attached to his head.

You can see the thickness of the
broken slab in the background of
the second photo above.

The badger was unscathed apart
from bleeding paws and abrasions
round its neck. Two days in the
Animal Hospital calmed it down and
then it was back to the cemetery for
the release. The badger just ran
and ran in a straight line back
towards the woods where the sett
is located.

In July and August we had
experienced weeks without rain,
the grass was parched, so we
imagine the badger was looking for
water. Warwick suggested to the
Council that they should put out
bowls of water for the wildlife - after
all, there are taps dotted around the
cemetery.

Ed: This episode proves the value
of Field Officers like Warwick who
are experienced in handling
frightened badgers and the need
for animal hospitals like Riverside
Animal Centre to aid their recovery.
Both are very worthy of your
support.



Court on October 25. Tommy
Cannon, 24, of Byland Close,
. =" . ) Morden, and James Lawrence, 26,
Court date for baiting pair of Scawen Close, Carshalton, deny
TWO MEN ACCUSED of using charges brought under the Hunting
dogs to disturb a badger sett at act and the Gaming Act.
Park Farm in Chalky Lane, Ed:This is from Badger News.
Chessington, Surrey were due to When going to press we had heard
appear at Kingston Magistrates' no further news about this case.

2010 ESBPS Badger releases
by Ray Ings
In 2010 we are releasing 14 orphaned badgers to two sites - one in
Northamptonshire, in collaboration with the North Northants Badger Group,
and another in the Godstone area. The whole process starts at Wildlife Aid
where the badgers arrive over the early part of the year. These badgers would
not have survived without the support of a mother and so we have to create a
new social group. They are then able to get to know each other before their
release later in the year. The Northants group of 7 went first. The young
badgers had microchips implanted when they first arrived at Wildlife Aid and
scanning these was essential when it came to selecting 4 sows and 3 boars
for the first batch. Male and female badgers are sufficiently similar that this is
the only way to ensure that we get the right mix. It is quite a challenge to
separate the badgers from their group as their natural response is to clump
together. They are remarkably strong animals with a powerful bite so it is not
without its risks. Patience and a sense of humour are essential requirements
for the job.

Once the badgers were loaded into their wooden boxes they were placed in
our van and driven up to Peterborough by myself with Dr Mike Berwick from
Wildlife Aid. On our arrival at the Northants site we where met by our Senior
Field officer Warwick Reynolds and Brian Saunders of the North Northants
Badger Group. We were also fortunate to have the help of a local forestry
worker who had a tractor which proved to be invaluable for moving the
badgers to the holding pen containng the artificial sett built by Warwick. When
we came to remove the final box from the van we noticed that the badger had
ripped a huge hole in the metal grid that covered the top of the box.
Fortunately the badger was still in the box but it just goes to show the power
of their jaws. So it was with some caution that we removed that box from the
van and tied a concrete slab over the hole. The boxes containing the badgers
were loaded onto a wooden palette which was then picked up by the tractor
and taken about 400m to the pen. It would have been a nightmare to carry the
boxes through the mud. Then the process of tipping the badgers into one of
the entrance holes started. It is always a bit more tricky when the badgers are
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facing the wrong way in their boxes as the room for manoeuvre is limited but
again patience was the order of the day.

As the last badger scurried down into the entrance the rain started to become
torrential so it was time to clear up and get out. We left enough food for the
landowner to provide supplemental feeding for the badgers for several weeks.
Once we are confident that the badgers have settled and are acting like
normal badgers (ie showing signs of digging) one of the sides of the pen will
be removed and the badgers will be able to come and go as they please.

Two weeks later the other 7 badgers were released into a pen near Godstone.
This is an artificial sett that was used a few years ago but because the
badgers caused so much damage to it, it had to be rebuilt. Fortunately the
landowner was keen to have badgers again. The story was covered in the
Surrey Mirror (18th November). In some ways it was easier to load the
badgers into the boxes as there was no need to check their microchip
numbers but they were a lot more wary about the boxes this time. The last
badger proved to be a real challenge and took a good 20 minutes before it
finally gave up the fight and decided that going into the box was easier than
tussling with a persistent broom stick.

This location was much nearer, so our arrival time was not at the mercy of our
unpredictable motorway system. This time Simon Cowell (Wildlife Aid
Director) and Lucy (Wildlife Aid Veterinary Nurse) were able to accompany
Mike and me. Warwick and the landowner were there to meet us and help
transport the badgers to the release pen. One slight glitch this time was that
one of the badgers entered the sett backwards and then decided to stop and
go no further which meant that it blocked any further releases. So we had to
enlarge another entrance. This release was filmed for a new series of Wildlife
SOS to be screened on the Animal Planet or Discovery channels later next
year.

Over the last 6 years we have released 57 orphaned badgers in this way, an
achievement of which we can be justly proud. As Chairman of ESBPS | would
like to express my thanks first of all to Warwick Reynolds for building the two
artificial setts. Warwick puts an enormous amount of work into these projects
and with the Northampton sett there was all the travelling involved as well.
Also thanks to Simon, Lucy, Mike and all at Wildlife Aid who did such a great
job of looking after the badgers during the year. We are indebted to the two
land owners involved (who cannot be named for obvious reasons), especially
at Godstone who has had badgers from us on two occasions. How ironic it is
that after all the time, effort and money involved in giving these 14 orphaned
badgers a second chance in life, that the current government seems hell bent
on embarking on a culling programme for badgers. This in a misguided and
futile attempt to reduce TB levels in cattle in certain parts of the country.
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NORTHANTS RELEASE:

|

SELECTING BADGERS
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I'M STUCK IN REVERSE !

N/

/ S/ o <
THE ESCAPE ARTIST | DON'T SEE
NOW TRIES THE RIGHT WAY ! WHAT THE DIFFICULTY IS'!
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GODSTONE RELEASE A few highlights from this release:

WARWICK
DIGGING OUT
AN ENTRANCE.

TV INTERVIEW —
LUCY, SIMON,
& WARWICK.

RAY HELPS WITH
RELEASING.

THERE IS
ALWAYS ONE
AWKWARD
BU - BADGER.

PO Box 708 e-mail: enguiries@nfbg.org.uk
East Grinstead website: www.badgertrust.org.uk.
East Sussex, Chairman - Dave Williams.

RH19 2WN. Sec’y - Dr Pam Mynott

Tel: 08458 287878

Fax: 02380 233896

Badger Trust is the working name of the National Federation of Badger Groups
(NFBG). The NFBG is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England
no.5460677; Registered charity n0.1111440.

Badger Trust promotes the conservation, welfare and protection of badgers, their setts
and their habitats. It represents and supports 60 local voluntary badger groups
throughout Britain, provides expert advice on all badger issues and works closely with
the RSPCA, the police and others.

Badger Trust maintains a database on incidents of badger persecution in Britain.

Badger Trust is an active member of PAW — The Partnership for Action against Wildlife
Crime. This involves the police, other government agencies and non-governmental
organisations that are working to fight wildlife crime.

Badger Trust is a member of WCL — Wildlife & Countryside Link.
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Notes to help you respond
to the Government’s
Consultation Document.

Bovine tuberculosis (bTB) and reasons for the
current threat to badgers

» Bovine tuberculosis (bTB) in cattle is a serious
problem although recently there has been a
decline in incidence.
Cattle are the main carriers of bTB and the chief cause of its spread.
< Annual compensation to farmers cost tax payers about £63m
in England in 2009.
« Some people believe badgers are the sole cause of the problem. This is
definitely not so, although they are implicated.
In the highest bTB areas, only about 1 in 7 badgers may have TB. Most
badgers are TB free.
Although badgers are protected by law, the Government can issue licences
to kill them under particular circumstances.

What is Government doing?

The Coalition Government has issued a consultation document - Bovine

Tuberculosis: The Government's approach to tackling the disease and

consultation on a badger control policy . Their questionnaire hinges around

several courses of action.

A. Continue to take no action on badgers.

B. Government to cull badgers at the taxpayers' expense.

C. Government to vaccinate badgers at the taxpayers' expense.

D. Government to license groups of farmers to cull badgers at the farmers'
expense.

E. Government to encourage farmers or landowners to vaccinate badgers at
the farmers' or landowners' expense.

F. Government to license groups of farmers or landowners to cull and/or
vaccinate badgers at the farmers' or landowners' expense.

Government's preferred option is F.

Licensed farmers will have the choice of:

« Trapping badgers in cages and then shooting them and/or

» Shooting free-running badgers or

» Vaccinating badgers.

Farmers will undoubtedly choose to shoot free running badgers as it is the
cheapest method. However, there is a welfare issue here as some may not be
killed outright and will suffer.

Will the Government fund adequate monitoring of far mers' actions?

It is very unlikely that this will happen at a level to do so properly and will be
virtually impossible to monitor.
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Why licensing farmers to kill badgers will not work

» Government spent £50m on a 10 year badger culling trial supervised by the
Independent Scientific Group (ISG) which stated that: "licensing farmers
to cull badgers will risk increasing and spreadi ng bTB in cattle".

* Not all farmers will want to kill badgers to a specific timetable each year,

keep it up for at least four years and bear the cost.

Farmers will be unable to kill all of the badgers in the cull area as the

animals are wary and easily frightened. Badgers not killed will become

stressed and are likely to move around, perhaps taking bTB with them.

» The Governments own badger culling trial showed that there are profound
negative impacts from culling. Although a sustained and co-ordinated 4-5
year cull led to modest falls in cattle TB in the core of the cull area, there
was an increase _in cattle TB on the periphery and culling led to an
increase _in the prevalence of TB in the local badger population. This is
known as the perturbation effect,

The 1SG finally concluded that:  "badger culling can make no meaningful

contribution to the control of bTB".

What about elsewhere?

» No badgers have been killed in Scotland yet it is officially bTB free

» Badgers have been culled in the Republic of Ireland but bTB remains a big
problem. The intention is to replace culling with badger vaccination and
cattle controls,

* In Wales the Welsh Assembly Government has issued a Consultation
document on their proposal to cull badgers in Pembrokeshire and adjacent
areas. The Consultation runs from 20th September to 17th December 2010,

What should be done?

The 2007 ISG report recommended that improved cattl e controls would
greatly reduce incidents of bTB. The TB advisory gr  oup and the TB
eradication group also recommended increased cattle controls and
improved testing.

» There are still thousands of overdue tests and no improvement in the
testing regime. The Government may even be considering relaxing some of
the regulations.

Cattle husbandry and biosecurity (disease prevention measures) could still
improve.

Cattle herds are getting larger and many farmers keep cattle in close
contact in large sheds for long periods increasing the risk of passing TB
from cow to cow.

All cattle controls still need to be rigorously enforced.

* EU Regulations should be altered to allow cattle to be vaccinated against bTB.

Badgers should be vaccinated, not killed. This is t he only sustainable
long term solution to address the occurrence of TB in badgers.
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The Government proposal seeks to placate those farmers who support a cull;
yet it makes them bear the cost. It does not deal with the principal factors that
perpetuate bTB in cattle:

« Inaccurate testing for bTB, leaving infected cattle in the herd.

« Moving cattle with undiagnosed bTB.

Other reasons for the slaughter of cattle

It is estimated that c. 300,000 dairy cattle over 2 years of age were
prematurely culled in GB in 2008. The bulk died from causes other than
bovine TB (eg mastitis, infertility, lameness etc.) - Defra Cattle Book 2008.

PLEASE HELP US PERSUADE THE GOVERNMENT
NOT TO LICENSE THE KILLING OF BADGERS

How can you help?

* Read the consultation document at:
http//www.defra.co.uk/corporate/consult/tb-control-measures/index.htm

* Reply to its 8 questions (see Response to Consultation document)  This
is the most important of the ways in which you can help.

« Write to your local MP at House of Commons, London SW1A OAA and tell
him/her of your views. You can find your MP at www.parliament.uk

« Write to your local newspaper and raise publicity about the futility of killing
badgers as a means of combating bTB.

Response to Consultation document

There are 8 questions. It is only Question 1 that requires comments. At the
simplest level Questions 2-8 can be answered by just replying Yes or No.
Obviously, you may express whatever views you have on the subject and are
not bound to follow our position. Wherever a comment is entered it is
extremely important to use your own words rather than repeating what is
given here. However, if you find responding to all 8 questions too daunting or
time consuming, please simply reply to the Consultation stating whether or not
you approve of the killing of badgers.

Question 1 - Comments are invited on the options, ¢ osts and

assumptions made in the Impact Assessment.

Some respondents may wish to answer this by saying either that:-

« they are against the unnecessary killing of all wildlife or

« the scientific evidence does not support the cull or

« Kkilling badgers will not solve TB in cattle or

« it will make matters worse or

« the consultation document is too complex for the general public to
understand or

« by making two or more of the above points.

For those people wishing to expand their answer slightly, the perturbation

issue could be mentioned. Culling has never previously been undertaken in

the way suggested, therefore it is impossible to know whether it will replicate

the results of the Randomised Badger Culling Trial (RBCT). There will be
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winners and losers and the negatives could outweigh the positives. Some
farms in the core of the cull area may benefit whereas some outside and on
the periphery will lose. Who will compensate them? The Government's
preferred option 6 is not viable financially as it will cost more than it will save.
The outcome cannot be measured and the cull cannot be effectively
monitored. Why take such a huge risk when the use of vaccination is in sight?
Other respondents with a depth of knowledge of the badger and its ecology,
probably gained from many years' interest in the subject, may wish to
examine the document in detail. They will probably conclude that amongst
other matters, the seven criteria for the licence to be issued present a major
weakness. Question 1 provides an ideal opportunity to voice concerns on the
criteria.

For Questions 2-8, answer either Yes or No to each  question and make
further comments in your own words if you wish. Ple ase read the
question and comments given below very carefully be fore answering.

Question 2 - Do you agree with the preferred option  ?

In the opinion of Badger Trust, the guidelines will not be followed and the
preferred option is untenable.

Question 3 - Do you agree that this approach,
of issuing licences to farmers/landowners,
is the most appropriate way to operate a badger con  trol policy?

This approach cannot be sustained or effectively monitored.

Question 4 - Do you agree with the proposed licensi  ng criteria
for culling and vaccination?

It follows from the comments already made that a cull is not supported by
Badger Trust. It is impossible to fulfil the criteria and there is no feasible way
in which this can be carried out in such a way as to prevent the spread of
disease.

Question 5 - Do you agree that the proposed methods of culling
are effective and humane?

It will be impossible to ensure a clean, humane kill with free shooting. Badgers
will not stand still, they will run and will not present an easy target. Many may
not be killed outright and will suffer needlessly before death. The safety of the
general public is also a significant consideration as it will be impossible to
guarantee their safety in and around the cull area.

Question 6 - Do you agree with the proposed use of vaccination,

particularly its focus on mitigating the perturbati on effects of culling?

The combination of vaccination and culling has not been demonstrated to be
beneficial and is unlikely to mitigate the perturbation effects of culling. There is
no evidence that it can negate the perturbation effect. Any culling causes
perturbation.
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Question 7 - Should anything further be done
to encourage the use of vaccination?

Vaccination on its own will be beneficial and has to be the sustainable option.
The development of a badger vaccine to be orally delivered should remain a
high priority.

Question 8 - Do you agree with the proposed monitor  ing?

The proposed monitoring is clearly inadequate and cannot be expected to
reveal inconsistencies or non-compliance with the licensing conditions. In
most cases it is impossible to be sure how many badgers there are in a sett.
We question how the welfare issues can be monitored, e.g. how can the
humane killing of badgers be ensured?

Responses which must arrive by 8th December 2010
can be sent by any of the following options:-

« By post: TBBC mailbox, c/o Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, London,
SW1P 3JR (A pro-forma of the questions can be down-loaded from the
Badger Trust website www.badgertrust.org.uk)

« e-mail: tbbc@defra.gsi.gov.uk

» Fax: 020-7238 6431

Do make it clear that you are responding to the Con  sultation
and keep a copy of your response.

Ed: We have to respond if we are to counter the all too powerful farming
lobby.

THE FARMERS ARE WRONG;
MASS SLAUGHTER WONT STOP THE DISEASE SPREADING
by Simon Barnes
Farmers know that it's the badgers' fault. They know it deep in their atavistic

guts. They feel it in their water. They know, with profound, earthen knowledge,
deeper than did ever plummet sense, that bovine TB is all the fault of the
bloody badgers. As they are certain of the sun rising tomorrow, so they are
certain that killing the badgers will wipe out the disease. That their
conclusions are in defiance of science and common sense has not shaken
them. Farmers have a more powerful lobby than badgers or, for that matter,
scientists. And so they have prevailed on the Government to permit them to
cull badgers. They are deeply, madly and irrationally keen on the whole
process: so keen that the Government has yielded to the primeval force of
their demands. Badgers will be killed by the thousand because farmers prefer
superstition to science.
There was a far-reaching Defra report on the issue, one compiled with proper
research and rigorous science. It has been much quoted by those in favour of
the cull. But they don't quote the report's conclusion, which states that in the
eradication of bovine TB, badger culling has no meaningful part to play.
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Furthermore, in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, a leading
scientific journal in the US not a publication that tends to go off half-cocked,
scientists concluded that badgers were not infecting cattle. Cattle were
infecting badgers.

What do scientists know compared with practical down-to-earth farmers? After
all, if they accepted the science and the logic of the case against culling,
they'd have to do something impossible - such as question their methods of
farming. Cows are kept confined to barns throughout the year, in close
proximity. They also travel across the country in lorries. A cow can carry the
disease for four years before becoming infectious. It is clear: cattle are the
reservoirs of this disease.

Why is it only badgers that farmers want to kill? If you are going to cull all the
wild animals that carry bovine TB, you must also take out the deer, the short-
tailed field voles and the rats. Eradicating all the rats in the agricultural
countryside is far too difficult. Farmers will argue that cows don't socialise
much with rats and voles; they don't socialise with badgers much, either. They
tend to socialise with each other, especially when they are confined in each
other's faces 24 hours a day.

The answer - it is screamingly obvious - lies in good husbandry and in good
veterinary skills. Measures on cattle alone are enough to control this disease.
But farmers refuse to acknowledge this. They need something to blame,
something to kill. They need to kill badgers not to stop the spread of the
disease, but to gratify something deep in themselves. In their hearts they still
believe that they are at war with Nature, fighting a desperate battle against the
odds. Facts - what have they got to do with anything?

Ed: This was part of an article published in The Times 18.9.2010

Foxed by a tale about chickens and badgers
Badger Trust director Sandra Dudley recounts two

conversations she has had while on telephone duty.
| recently took a call from a lady who told me a badger had been taking the
chicken eggs from her garden, | know that badgers will kill chickens at night if
they get the chance, so was surprised when the lady asked what food
badgers liked, as she would like to feed him. | expressed my surprise that the
badger had taken the eggs without harming the chickens but she didn't
reply, so | stressed that if she was going to feed the badger she should make
sure the chickens were well locked up, so that the badger could not get to
them. She then replied that she didn't have any chickens. Thoroughly
confused | asked how the badger had taken chicken eggs and she said that
she put them out for the fox, | said that | knew that both badgers and foxes
would eat eggs, and she then said that they weren't chicken eggs, they were
chicken legs, which she bought for the fox. | told her that the badger would eat
peanuts and loved peanut butter sandwiches, so she said she was going out
to buy a big bag of peanuts, and her parting question was, "do badgers prefer
brown or white bread for their sandwiches?"
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Another caller rang to say that a badger had killed two of his chickens. When |
asked how he knew it was a badger which had killed them he said: "It's curled
up asleep in the chicken run!"

Two New Badger Books

‘Badger’
by Professor Timothy J  Roper.

Tim Roper is a highly qualified, experienced badger expert of long standing.
He is well used to speaking and writing about badgers and is a first class
communicator. There is now a wealth of information in circulation about very
many aspects of badgers, but not everyone interested in natural history, and
in this case badgers in particular, has the time or the inclination to search out
the academic papers and trawl through the material to become better
informed themselves. That is not a practical option.

The author sets out his purpose in writing the book in his foreword: “to review,
as completely as is feasible in a book of this type, the existing scientific
literature on badgers........ As a scientist | want to explain why things are the
way they are......The difficulty, of course, is in conveying the nuts and bolts of
hard scientific information and the excitement of ideas in an intelligible
manner, without oversimplifying and, even more importantly, without losing
the sense of wonder and delight in nature that motivates every enthusiastic
naturalist and professional biologist. This is what | have tried to do.”

In my opinion he has succeeded.

So, what do you want to know about badgers? Where did they come from,
how long ago, what is their basic biology, how many are there, where do they
live, what do they eat, how do they organise themselves socially? The
answers to all these questions and more are within the 350 pages of main
text. If you then want to go further, the author gives you brief references for
the statements he makes in the text, and at the back of the book are some 19
pages of more detailed references. That way the flow of the narrative is not
disrupted, the layout is not cluttered. Tim Roper, if you like has done all the
hard work for us and presented the results of his work in a very readable,
friendly style.

In addition to the text there are very many colour photographs, illustrations,
charts and maps. All are well chosen and relevant.
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Of particular interest to me was the chapter on” Badgers and People”, dealing
with the ways the presence of badgers affects peoples’ lives and the
adequacy of our response where we think one is necessary. To give just one
example, the author highlights an important deficiency in the current licensing
system relating to the closure of setts that are inconveniently located, in our
terms, for one reason or another. The badgers are likely to have been there
first, having selected what is for them the ideal location. If a decision is made
to licence the closure of that sett there is insufficient attention given to the
issue of what will become of the badgers once the sett has been closed. Sett
closure is in effect a death sentence. He says “proper consideration of the
fate of the occupants should be an essential part of all licensed operations
that involve interference with a main or annexe sett.” | respectfully agree.
One of the areas of Professor Roper’s expertise is that of urban badgers, and
he describes from his first hand experience the issues that can arise from the
presence of badgers in built up areas, and, importantly, how those issues can
be resolved. A topic close to the heart of the officers of ESBPS and a number
of our members. Surprisingly, urban badgers seem to be a relatively recent
phenomenon, as recently as the 1960’'s in some places, but they are now
especially common in Southern England. One explanation must surely be
that urban expansion has converted what were once rural setts into urban
setts, but the badgers continue to hang on in there.

An important and topical chapter is entitled “Badgers and Bovine
Tuberculosis”. Tim Roper devotes 36 pages to the subject, and takes the
reader through all the key elements, from a brief history of the disease, why
badgers are implicated, the various reports and strategies tried and debated
over the years, including of course the most contentious of all — culling. (The
antiseptic word for killing) He was even in time to make reference to the
proposal by Elin Jones, Rural Affairs Minister, to kill badgers in Wales, but at
the time the book went to press the outcome of that wheeze was not known.
Since the publication of the book of course we all know about the bloody nose
Badger Trust were able to inflict on the minister through their triumph in the
Court of Appeal.

Just one more example of the author’s style if | may. When discussing
badger setts he says “Naturalists have always been fascinated by badger
setts and it is easy to see why. Ancient setts, hidden away as they usually are
in the depths of woodland and occupied by animals that are rarely seen, seem
almost to exhale a sense of mystery. One cannot look at the huge moss-
covered spoil heaps of such a sett or peer into its entrance tunnels without
wondering how it came to exist, how long it has been there and what lies
beneath the surface.” He concludes that even with all the knowledge we now
have we still, for example, do not have any understanding at all of the
cognitive skills badgers must have to be able to build such elaborate
interconnecting structures through what he calls an opaque medium. He
concludes “When it comes to biology, truth is almost always stranger than
fiction, and so it is with badger setts. There is still plenty for the naturalist to
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wonder at and for the scientist to investigate.”

This book is packed with comprehensive, first rate information, but from my
point of view it is good to know that the badger still has more mysteries
waiting to be unravelled. That is what helps to make them such amazing
creatures.

by lan Tillbury.

Published by Collins
Hardback £50 ISBN 978-0-00-732041-7
Paperback £30 ISBN 978-0-00-733977-8

Ed: This book is a worthy successor to Ernest Neal's New Naturalist
Monograph series book ‘The Badger’ published by Collins in 1948. In 1958
my Pelican copy cost 3/6, 17%p in new money.

‘The Badger’
by Michael Woods

Michael Woods completed this second edition of his book ‘The Badger’
shortly before his untimely death. The 32 pages have been completely
rewritten and contain a wealth of information about the Eurasian Badger. The
many photographs and illustrations augment the description of many aspects
of the badger’s life. This book is an excellent introduction for anyone who
wants to learn about badgers.

Obtainable from:
The Mammal Society at only £3.50 paperback plus £2.95 carriage.
Phone 01278 641747 or order online www.mammal.org.uk

Ed: This is a superb book for the beginner and great value for money.
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East Surrey Badger Protection Society Membership Aplication
Please return to Treasurer PO Box 2774, Purleye$uCR8 1WY
Minimum annual subscription: Family at one addd&®s , Adult £6,
Child under 15 / Senior citizen / Student £4 .

Please relevant box andseBLOCK CAPITALS:

initials surname *delete as necessary.
MIIMISIMISSIMS* L e e
AdAIESS . o o o e
.................................... Postcode . . . ..
Telephone . .................. e-mailaddress . .......... .. ..cee.. ...
either — I enclose a cheque/POfor£...... yibidesaf....... donation.
Signature . .. ... e Date...............

or —we would be very pleased if you sign this Baeks Order:

YOUr DANK . . . e

.................................... Postcode . ..............

Your AcCOUNt NO. . ... ..ottt e e e s BranchNo...............
Please pay (now and) t on thHéJanuary each year to the East Surrey Badger

Protection Society at Lloyds Bank, 102 South Endy@on CR9 1YA,
t delete if joining bewveOctober & December 3%

Account No. 2435058, Branch No. 30-92-45

thesumoff£.......... (tincludesa.£..... donation)

Signature . . ... ... e Date...............

Gift Aid Declaration :
Please treat all subscriptions and donations et SBPS since 6 April 2000 and
from this date as Gift Aid donations.

Signature . . ............ ... . Date.......

Please note: 1. You can cancel this declarati@mgatime by notifying the ESBPS.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/ortabhgains tax at least equal to the tax that
ESBPS reclaims on your donations in the tax yeargioe.

3. If, in the future, your circumstances change ymdno longer pay tax on your income and/or
capital gains equal to the tax the charity reclaiphsase notify the ESBPS.

4. If you pay tax at a higher rate — although ESB&$ 0t reclaim tax at the higher rate, you
can claim tax relief when completing your tax retur

SURREY BADGERS NEED YOU' To discuss the possibility of giving us much resbtielp
with manning sales stalls, ‘professional skillg’jio any other way please tick the
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