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EAST SURREY BADGER PROTECTION SOCIETY (ESBPS) 
Please use these addresses to write to any committee member  
postal address: P.O.Box 2774, Purley, Surrey CR8 1WY 
e-mail address: esbps@statacom.net 
Website:  temporarily withdrawn. 
Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the ESBPS. No responsibility 
can be accepted for errors, although every effort is made to ensure accuracy. 
   
Committee Members: 
Chairman.  Ray Ings  01883 380321 
 
Secretary.  Helen Dorrell  020 8660 9827 
 
Treasurer.  Diana Andrews  01883 625585 
 
Senior Field Officer, Warwick Reynolds 020-8688 9905 
Croydon contact & Sett recorder. 
 
Membership Sec’y. Sue Machin  020-8657 3227 
 
Outside Events & Talks  
to Outside Organisations.     Maureen Pembridge    020-8651 3598 
 
Publicity Officer.  Steve Monahan  020-8657 3227 
 
Representative  Anne Anker  020-8686 6392 
on the ACCS (Association of Croydon Conservation Societies). 
 
Police Liason Officer. Alan Carmalt  01883 743113 
 
Minutes Secretary. Jennie Dolling 
 
Newsletter & Website Editor. David Malins 020-8657 2174 
 
Mole Valley, Reigate, Banstead, Epsom & Ewell area contact. 
   Ian Tilbury  01372 721289 
 
Contacts for Neighbouring Badger Protection Groups: 
West Surrey:           Dave Williams 01483 811989 
Badger Trust Sussex (Mid Sussex)       Jan Spooner               01403 822735 
West Kent:           Barbara Wilkinson   01474 703948 
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                         IN CASE OF EMERGENCY  
       or if you have important information 
 

  ESBPS 24 Hour Rescue Service:   

        Warwick Reynolds 020-8688 9905 mobile: 07973 327017 

        Ray Ings 01883 380321   mobile: 07736 520332 

        London Wildcare Wildlife Hospital   020-8647 6230  

        Steve Monahan   020-8657 3227. 

 

  RSPCA – 24 Hour Emergencies & Enquiries:   0300 1234 999 

  Police – Crime in progress or danger to life, but also Badgers in  
        road accidents, or interference to Badgers or their setts:        999 
    or ring your local Police Station in office hours – see local directory. 

  Kingston Wildlife Crime Officer  - PC Andy Hawes  020-8721 5855 
    e-mail: Andrew.M.Hawes@met.police.uk 

  Metropolitan Police Wildlife Crime Unit  – 020-7230 8888 
    e-mail: wildlife@met.police.uk 

  Mole Valley Rural Affairs Officer  – PC Jo Morris  01483 632225 
    e-mail: morris2987@surrey.pnn.police.uk 

  Surrey Wildlife Crime Officer  - Steve Juliff 0845 125222  
 e-mail: steve.juliff@surrey.pnn.police.uk (Ripley Police Station) 

  Tandridge Rural Affairs Officer  - PC Nick Shrapel  01737 386622 
                      and 0845 125 2222 ext.6622 

  Crimestoppers – Call anonymously if you have information 
                      on anyone involved in criminal activity: 0800 555111 
 

  Reporting Dead Badgers - Please phone Warwick Reynolds or  
       Helen Dorrell. We do not collect dead badgers, your Council 
       may be able to help.  
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 Contact our Treasurer Diana Andrews.   Tel: 01883 625585 
         PO Box 2774, Purley, Surrey CR8 1WY 
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by Ray Ings. 

 

Legacies for charities 
under threat . 

In a case that could have profound 
implications for anybody who writes 
a will and for charities which benefit 
from them, the RSPCA is 
challenging a ruling from the High 
Court. This awarded the proceeds 
of a will in which the charity had 
been named as the beneficiary, to 
the daughter of the deceased 
person.  It was clear in the 
expressed wishes stated in the will 
that the RSPCA was to be the sole 
beneficiary but the daughter 
successfully challenged the will on 
the basis that she didn’t think it was 
her mother’s intension to leave the 
money to the RSPCA but to her. 
She also said that her father, who 
had died before her mother, had 
coerced her mother to write her out 
of the will. The RSPCA argued that 
if that had been the case the 
mother could have changed the 
contents of the will after the father 
died but chose not to do so.  
In what can only be described as 
an extraordinary decision and 
without any hard evidence to 
support the daughter’s contentions, 
the High Court ruled against the 
RSPCA and awarded the entire 
estate to the daughter. This has 
potentially disastrous implications 
for the charity sector as it opens the 
doors for any family member to 
contest the will of another on the 
basis that they didn’t think that the 

will fairly reflected the wishes of the 
person concerned. Where this 
action has always been possible, 
what is different here is that the bar 
is now set so low it can  overrule 
the expressed wishes of the 
deceased person.  
Like many charities ESBPS has 
been fortunate in the past to be 
named as a beneficiary of wills. If 
the RSPCA loses its appeal, it will 
have serious implications for the 
funding of many charities, 
particularly those very dependent 
on legacies.   
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David Malins 
Tel: 020-8657 2174 
  We must acknowledge the use of 
drawings from Michael Clark’s  
excellent book ‘Badgers’. ‘Badgers’ 
is published by Whittet Books, 
ISBN 0-905483-65-0. We have it on 
our sales stall.  
  Our logo is based on Simon 
Turvey’s painting ‘Badger’.  
Our newsletter & website would 
benefit if you could contribute, 
articles, drawings, photographs or 
anything you think might interest  
members or visitors to our website. 
See addresses on page 2. 
  
ESBPS Website  
  We must apologise that our 
website www.esbps.org.uk is still 
out of action until we can find a new 
host. The layout and copy is 
already prepared. 
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Diana Andrews 
Tel: 01883 625585 
 

Auditor found: 
We are very pleased to welcome 
ESBPS member Martin Peters to 
be our Auditor. We are very grateful 
to him for filling the gap.  
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Dedicated to the care, treatment and 
rehabilitation of sick, injured and 

orphaned wildlife. 
24 Hour Emergency Phone  

020-8647 6230 
Beddington Park, Church Road, 

Wallington, Surrey SM6 7NN 
website: www.londonwildcare.org 
e-mail: info@londonwildcare.org  

 

We appreciate any support that you 
can give us this Christmas  
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Outside Events  
& Talks to Local Organisations :  
Maureen Pembridge   
Tel: 020-8651 3598 
 
  We look forward to seeing you at 
next year’s events. Our Sales table 
will have a selection of badger and 
other wildlife gifts, books etc. Plus 
our ever popular game ‘Find the 
Badger’. 
 
  Maureen would like to hear from 
you if you can help with our Sales 
Table or know of local 
organisations who would like a talk 
about badgers. 

 
 

Releasing Badgers  
to the Wild  

 

It is July 2009  
by Sarah Cowen, Hospital 

Manager, Wildlife Aid 
Last time I wrote I was waiting with 
anticipation for the first arrival of a 
tiny black and white bundle, the 
highlight of my year, my reason to 
live, to fight the good fight, reach 
the impossible dream, etc, etc. 
Have I gone too far?  Well anyway I 
didn't get one: not one, not even 
half a one. Thanks badger groups –  
my usual reliable rescuers, poised 
at the ready to collect me my first  
cub - this year you FAILED! I was 
not amused! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But now, here we are in July and 
we now do have 11 large, 
unfriendly and extremely grumpy 
badger cubs. They largely 
resemble adults and not one of 
them would allow me a small 
cuddle. How did we arrive at this 
number? It seems that everyone 
else in the country did in fact get a 
badger cub to hold, nurture, cuddle 
and love, until the cubs were older 
and grumpy when it was decided to 
bring them to me. Thanks a lot - 
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The first three to arrive were from  
the Herts and Middlesex Badger 
 Group and were just found 
abandoned. Two of them are 
brother and sister, the third a male, 
and on arrival all were fully weaned 
(Ggggrrrrr) and about 3 months old. 
 
Next to arrive were two females 
and a male from Folly Wildlife 
Rescue. Two were cold and 
abandoned and the other had a 
severe bite wound on its head. This 
had been treated and healed 
beautifully, so no need to handle 
that one either. 
Then at last, at the beginning of 
June, Dave Williams arrived with a 
cub, cold, collapsed and needing 
care, and would you believe it, ON 
MY DAY OFF! By the time I got 
back in the next day she was bright 
as a button and had been moved in 
with the others. I sensed a 
conspiracy. 
Then from Herts and Middlesex 
came another young female. She'd 
been hit by a car, but thanks to a 

kind vet in Buntingford she'd had 
her leg pinned. This was beautifully 
healed and mending, and following 
that procedure she was certainly 
not up for a hug. 
The final three, two boys and a girl, 
came from Richard at Mallydams, 
near Hastings. He said, "We never 
get badger cubs down this way", 
but he'd quietly kept them from me 
while he had a play for a few 
weeks. So much for friends! 
So all in all a great big pile of six 
females and five males, all of whom 
are getting along famously in our 
large  pen. They're never to be 
seen when a human is around, and 
thankfully, joking apart, that's the 
way it should be. The cubs will be 
split into two groups for release 
later on this year by ESBPS & 
WSBG, but at the moment they are 
doing extremely well. Sadly, I am 
not and I’m considering counselling 
to get through the next few months, 
until I will again start counting the 
days until the first cub of 2010. 

 
 
 

The Peterborough Release  
by Ray Ings 

This year we managed to complete 
our annual relocation programme 
for orphaned badger cubs a little 
earlier that usual. On October 6th 
six of the badgers that were being 
looked after by Wildlife Aid in 
Leatherhead were chosen to be 
transported to Northamptonshire.  
It is always something of a  
 
 

 
 
 
challenge to persuade the badgers 
to leave their comfy home and 
enter the travel boxes. The 
microchip of each badger has to be 
checked to ensure that we have a 
balance of males and females. This 
is easier said than done when they 
are all lying together in one huge 
badger ball - I wonder how the one 
at the bottom can even breathe!  
 
 
 
 



 7 

We loaded up the badgers and  
enough food to last them several 
weeks - which we will pay for. Then 
Simon Cowell, the Director of 
Wildlife Aid, and I set off to the 
release site which was just North-
East of Peterborough. Fortunately 
the forecast of rain did not 
materialise. The site was in an area 
used for quarrying and the owners 
were very keen to have the 
badgers. Warwick Reynolds, our 
Senior Field Officer, coordinated 
the construction of the artificial sett. 
The quarry owners were able to 
provide some ground moving 
machinery which was extremely 
helpful. One particular innovation at 
this sett is the installation of a video 
camera in the underground 
chamber, making it possible to 
monitor the badger’s behaviour 
underground. We were able to 
watch how the badgers behaved as 
soon as they were released into the 
sett - as far as I am aware this has 
never been done before. We were 
able to get a unique insight into 
their initial reaction to their new 
home. One interesting observation 
was that one of the badgers 
immediately started digging to 

enlarge the sett, which was a good 
sign. This would have been the first 
time in their lives that they had had 
an opportunity to engage in what is 
highly motivated instinctive 
behaviour. The video tapes will be 
analysed in due course and there 
will be a report of the results in the 
future.  
 
They have also been seen 
splashing around in the paddling 
pool we provided. The sett is 
currently surrounded by a fence 
and the badgers will be provided 
with food for the next few weeks. 
Once they have become 
acclimatised to their new 
surroundings and are behaving 
naturally, the fence will be removed 
and they will be able to come and 
go as they please. The following 
photographs give some idea of the 
location and the work involved in 
building an artificial sett and 
releasing rehabilitated badgers 
back to the wild. 
We are very grateful to the quarry 
owners (whom we can’t name) for 
providing us with a release site and 
heavy machinery to help build the 
sett. We would also like to thank 
members of the North Northampton 
Badger Group for invaluable 
assistance. Their Chairman Bryan 
Saunders provided the essential 
liaison between ourselves and the 
quarry owners. 
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My first encounter  
by Thomas Gray of the West 

Surrey Badger Group. 
On Easter Saturday, after leaving a 
wet grey Surrey, we began to see 
the clouds disappearing. Once past 
Swindon on the M4 and by the time 
we reached Bristol the skies were 
blue and we were warming up. 
Then disaster! On the M5 we got 
stuck in a traffic jam and I had to 
map-read Mum through Bristol. 
I just couldn't wait to get to Secret 
World*, which is near Bridgewater 
in Somerset. The founder of Secret 
World, Pauline Kidner, came to the 
WSBG meeting in March and she 
gave such a good talk that I was 
desperate to go and visit and see 
what she does. I adopted a badger 
at this meeting instead of having an 
Easter egg from my Mum and Dad. 
I had already looked on the website 
and knew that there were two 
badger cubs being cared for.  
I couldn't wait to see my first 
badger cub. When we arrived the 
webcam was set up in the shop 
area and we could see the two 
baby badgers plus an otter cub! 
Unfortunately we had missed the 
first viewing of the cubs at 11am on 
the lawn, as we arrived late  
because of the detour. So we had 
to wait until 3.30, which gave us a 
chance to have a good look 
around. 
We met Jeff from our Badger 
Group who was in the badger den 
shed asking guests to sign the 
petition forms against Badger 
Culling. He told us that if we stayed 
until the end of the day he might be 
able to take us into Pauline's 

kitchen where the two badger cubs 
were being cared for. 
We saw a nest of baby Wood Mice 
- their parents had made a nest in a 
lawnmower and when the owner 
went to use it for the first time this 
year the mother ran out and 
abandoned them. So the whole 
nest with the babies was taken to 
Secret World ! 
We saw the resident two Peacocks. 
One was on top of a large 
cage,making a lot of noise and the 
other was nibbling in an open rabbit 
run. There were two wallabies in 
the paddock along with ducks and 
foxes in a pen but they were 
asleep. 
At 3pm we made our way to the 
front lawn of Pauline's house and 
there we waited for half an hour 
(we wanted the best possible view 
of the cubs and Mum had her 
camera ready). Then at exactly 
3.30, Pauline came out with a 
microphone and introduced herself. 
She told us about foxes first, and 
then foster mum Val introduced us 
to a tiny fox cub named Ruby that 
she was looking after at home until 
it was old enough to go into a pen 
at Secret World. 
Pauline then told her audience 
about the plight of our badgers in 
general and the current TB 
problems in the news at the 
moment. Her cubs are triple tested 
for TB and released as a family 
group on land where the landowner 
is happy to have badgers living 
there. The suspense was nearly 
killing me, then she asked two 
assistants to come out of the 
farmhouse and there in their arms 
were two adorable cubs, one called 
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Jonathon and the other Ross!! 
Jonathon was trying to escape his 
handler's arms and she ended up 
putting him on the ground on a 
blanket as she was worried she 
was going to drop him! Ross was a 
little shy and nervous and was 
trying to tuck his head under the 
assistant's armpit! 
Before we knew it, it was 4.30 and 
the guests were leaving after a 
busy day. We went back to see Jeff 
and true to his promise he sneaked 
us into Pauline's kitchen that was 
upstairs in the farmhouse. There 
we saw Jonathon in the cubby hole 
with a baby otter cub called Hope, 
both asleep, and Ross was on the 
worktop in a mouse/ rat cage also 
fast asleep. It was lovely to get so 
close to them and Mum took a few 
pictures too! 
We had a fabulous day and I 
admire Pauline and her team for all 
they do for our wildlife. 
 

My second encounter  
We met a lovely lady called 
Margaret through the WSBG 
meetings last Autumn. She gave a 
fascinating talk about her badgers 
living opposite her house near 
Farnham. I asked her if I could 
come and watch them one day. 
She said that I could but the 
autumn was not a good time, I 
needed to wait until the spring 
when they are more active. 
Margaret called in mid-April and 
invited my family to watch the 
badgers. Mum, Dad, my brother 
Michael and I arrived at 7pm, all 
wearing dark clothes so as not to 
be so easily seen and wearing no 
fresh deodorant or perfume! It was 

a lovely evening and the sun 
seemed to take ages to go down. 
Then around 8pm Margaret said it 
was time to walk the short distance 
opposite her house where there is 
some fenced off wasteland (she 
explained that a developer bought 
this land many years ago hoping to 
get approval to build houses on it 
but has so far not succeeded as 
there are at least two family badger 
setts on the land). Margaret had a 
bucket of peanuts, dog biscuits, 
custard creams and peanut butter 
sandwiches all cut into small 
pieces. She throws this over a wire 
fence, spreading it out so they do 
not find it all in one place. 
After about five minutes we started 
to see dark shapes leading down 
from two different paths and then 
we could see a white stripe as they 
got closer and closer. Before we 
knew it they were snuffling in the 
grass for the food that Margaret 
had thrown. We were all so excited 
to see this in the wild and counted 
11 badgers at one time! If they 
heard a car coming or a slight noise 
they rushed away back to the dark 
woods, then a few minutes later 
they came back again not wanting 
to miss out on the lovely supper 
that Margaret provides for them! 
 

* Secret World Wildlife Rescue 
New Road, Highbridge, Somerset 
TA9 3PZ.  
phone: 01278 783250  e-mail: 
enquiries@secretworld.org   
website: www.secretworld.org    
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Secret World was founded and is 
run by Pauline Kidner.  She and her 
team are in the forefront of those 
rehabilitating orphaned badgers 
ready for release to the wild. They 
also care for a host of injured, sick 

and orphaned wild animals. Their 
hospital is well worth a visit if you 
are in the area. 
 
Ed: I wish we could get badger 
stories from East Surrey members.�

 
�
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PO Box 708 
East Grinstead 
East Sussex,  
RH19 2WN. 
Tel: 08458 287878 
Fax: 02380 233896 
e-mail:-

enquiries@nfbg.org.uk 
website: www.badgertrust.org.uk 
Chairman - Dave Williams. 
Sec’y - Dr Pam Mynott 
Badger Trust is the working name 
of the National Federation of 
Badger Groups (NFBG). 
The NFBG is a company limited by 
guarantee, registered in England 
no.5460677;   
Registered charity no.1111440. 
  Badger Trust promotes the 
conservation, welfare and 
protection of badgers, their setts 
and their habitats.  It represents 
and supports 60 local voluntary 
badger groups throughout Britain, 
provides expert advice on all 
badger issues and works closely 
with the RSPCA, the police and  
others. Badger Trust maintains a 
database on incidents of badger 
persecution in Britain.  Badger  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trust is an active member of PAW 
– The Partnership for Action 
against Wildlife Crime. This 
involves the police, other 
government agencies and non-
governmental organisations that  
 are working to fight wildlife crime.    
Badger Trust is a member of WCL 
– Wildlife & Countryside Link.  
To learn more about 
badgers and the facts 
affecting their lives visit the 
Badger Trust website: 
www.badger.org.uk  
Also check here for the origination 
of articles marked **. 
 

�
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Dangerous nonsense in 
Bovine TB eradication 

announcement ** 
1.10.09 

The Welsh Assembly Government 
has announced that it is a step 
closer to implementing a wildlife 
strategy as part of its 
comprehensive bovine TB 
eradication programme.  
 
It has said it will take powers both 
to cull badgers as well as vaccinate 
them as part of the eradication 
programme, following results of a 
14-week consultation. This 
gathered only 741 responses split 
between 50% opposed to culling 
and 49% (88% in Wales) agreeing 
“that a badger cull could have an 
impact if carried out alongside 
cattle measures”. 
 
The Badger Trust says opinions 
taken at random can produce only 
dangerous nonsense and have no 
bearing on the challenging science 
of the disease and the control of its 
transmission. The only significant 
trials, the Randomised Badger 
Culling Trial, taking ten years and 
costing £50 million, showed that 
badger culling could make no 
meaningful contribution to 
eradication and that cattle 
measures alone were sufficient. 
 
The Badger Trust will not oppose 
current field trials of bTB vaccines 
for badgers despite reservations 
about the practicalities of 
administering it to a sufficient 
number of animals within the 
necessary time frame. We support 
adequate compensation for farmers 

for slaughtered cattle and would 
back any proposal to help with 
biosecurity. 
 
The Badger Trust wishes, just as 
much as affected farmers, to see 
bovine tuberculosis once again 
eradicated, but it says no other 
industry could propose the 
slaughter of a major part of an 
indigenous wildlife species when 
such action has even been shown 
to be likely to spread infection. 
  

Badger Trust condemns 
Welsh cull plan ** 

6.11.09 
The Badger Trust is disappointed 
that the Welsh Assembly 
Government has decided to 
continue with plans to trap and 
shoot badgers as part of a 
campaign to eliminate bovine TB. 
We understand the killing 
programme still depends on a final 
decision by Rural Affairs Minister 
Elin Jones, and would not begin 
before the end of the closed 
season next spring.   
 
The Trust has sent a further letter 
before action to the Welsh 
Assembly Government as part of 
the Judicial Review Pre Action 
Protocol. In it the Trust asks for an 
answer by November 19th and 
further action will depend on the 
response. The Badger Trust uses 
all lawful means to campaign for 
the improved protection of badgers 
as part of its general activities to 
promote and enhance the welfare, 
conservation and protection of 
badgers, their setts and their 
habitats for the public benefit. 
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Badger Trust chairman David 
Williams said: “This has been a sad 
example of assembly members 
listening more to political clamour 
than to the science, but we remain 
committed to finding  
an acceptable alternative to culling, 
and we are willing to enter into 
discussions to do so.  
 
“We must emphasise, though, that 
we would only tolerate the killing of 
badgers where it was underpinned 
by robust scientific evidence 
proving that it was necessary, was 
humane in method and would 
achieve a legitimate aim such as 
preventing the spread of bovine 
tuberculosis. We do not consider 
that this test has been satisfied in 
the current instance”. 
 
 

Government Outlines 
Badger Vaccine Plans  

Article taken from the  
Veterinary Times, July 27th 2009. 

Animals to be caught and 
injected in six areas in five-year 

DEFRA trial. 
Badgers will be caught, vaccinated 
against bovine tuberculosis 
(bTB) while in traps and released 
again in six pilot areas next 
year, to help the Government 
prepare for a widespread 
vaccination programme. 
In a press briefing on July 14th, 
DEFRA officials confirmed that 
the Badger Vaccine Deployment 
Project will take place from next 
summer on sites close to Stafford, 
Worcester, Cheltenham, 
Gloucester, Tiverton and Exeter. 

In the trial locations, spanning 
25,000 acres each, badgers will be 
caught and given intramuscular 
bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) 
injections every year over a five 
year period. 
A DEFRA official said that the trials, 
which will be funded by the 
department, will cost between £5m 
and £10m. The price of vaccine for 
each badger is expected to be 
between £12 and £20. 
 
The project is not to test the  
vaccine's efficacy, but the 
effectiveness of the deployment 
system. It is anticipated that 
contractors, who will be trained by 
the Food and Environment 
Research Agency, will be 
responsible for trapping and 
vaccinating badgers during the trial. 
 

Vaccination Technology 
The UK's chief veterinary officer, 
Nigel Gibbens, sent 'Veterinary 
Times' a letter outlining the Badger 
Vaccine Deployment Project, 
saying: "For many years, DEFRA 
has supported the development of 
vaccination technology against 
bovine tuberculosis as an additional 
measure to those currently 
available to reduce the risk of 
infection to cattle. This programme 
of work includes the approval of 
injectable BCG for use in badgers 
and the development of suitable 
baits and lipid-based delivery 
reagents to allow the oral use of the 
BCG. "The first product from the 
programme anticipated to be 
approved is an injectable BCG 
vaccine for use in badgers. This 
has been developed in parallel with 
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an oral vaccine for badgers, which 
may become available as early as 
2014. However, the injectable 
version of BCG vaccine is expected 
to be licensed next year, and 
ready to use as part of the Badger 
Vaccine Deployment Project." 
In his letter, Mr Gibbens also said: 
"The aim of this project is to 
investigate and resolve many of the 
practical issues that will arise 
in the widescale deployment of a 
vaccine for use in badgers, and 
establish the best way of making 
use of this technology. The 
lessons learned from this project 
will help ensure the effective roll 
out of oral vaccination when it 
becomes available." 
DEFRA is in talks with farmers to 
negotiate access to land for the 
trials. It said participating farmers 
would not receive payment, but 
vaccinations would be administered 
free of charge. 
A DEFRA spokesman said: 
"DEFRA is meeting with regional 
representatives of industry bodies, 
as well as vets in the selected 
areas, to talk about the project and 
answer their questions. We will also 
hold meetings with farmers in the 
autumn." At the press briefing, a 
DEFRA official said Government 
veterinarians hoped farmers 
outside the trial areas would also 
buy the injectable vaccine next year 
and have badgers on their land 
treated. 
However, British Veterinary 
Association (BVA) president Nicky 
Paull said that badger culling 
needed to be part of a wider 
solution to tackle bTB. The 
association agreed on a new policy 

position to that effect earlier this 
month. 
Speaking on the policy, she said: 
"Bovine TB has an unacceptable 
impact on animal health and 
welfare, and has the 
potential to be a risk to public 
health. Yet, the current strategy for 
dealing with it is inadequate. Where 
I practice in Cornwall, vets and 
farmers are desparate for effective 
measures to help get us on top of 
this inexorable disease. "In no way 
does our new policy position 
detract from our continued focus on 
cattle-to-cattle spread within both 
the veterinary profession and the 
farming community, which 
continues to play a key role in 
attempts to control the disease. But 
the BVA believes that humane, 
targeted and managed culling of 
badgers in some areas will be 
necessary if we are to reverse the 
increasing prevalence of bTB." 
 

 Susceptible Badgers  
Speaking after DEFRA announced 
its Badger Vaccine Deployment 
Project, Mrs Paull told 'Veterinary 
Times': "Vaccination, as being 
offered in England in 2010, will be 
one way of attempting to decrease 
the number of susceptible badgers 
in the areas covered by the 
deployment project. Where we are 
faced with a disease that, at times, 
vets and farmers feel we no longer 
appear to be controlling, then we 
should become actively involved in 
this project." However, she added: 
"Realistically, the science behind 
the use of the injectable BCG 
vaccine in badgers would suggest 
that we should view this as a long-
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Wildlife Aid, Randalls Farmhouse, 
Randalls Road, Leatherhead, 
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Wildlife Aid is a registered charity 
dedicated to the rescue, care and 
rehabilitation of sick, injured and 
orphaned British wildlife.  
It costs over £250,000 a year, just 
to keep our doors open. we receive 
no central funding and have little 
corporate support. Think of us this 
Christmas - every penny you can 
spare makes a huge difference to 
us and the animals we treat. 
 
Phone: 01372 377332 
e-mail: admin@wildlife.pncl.co.uk 
For more information see our 
website: www.wildlifeaid.com 
 

term strategy and not expect 
immediate short-term gains. 
DEFRA will need to weigh up the 
cost of the vaccine, the logistical 
difficulties of delivery and the 
uncertainty of how many of the 
badgers trapped will already be 
infected - and are therefore not 
protected by the vaccine. It must 
then try to balance all of this 
against the increasing amount of 
TB in cattle, which suggests a need 
for a quicker and more urgent 
strategy." 
 
 

Badger Trust welcomes  
forensic triumph  

6.11.09 
Detailed ballistics evidence led to 
the conviction on Tuesday 
(November 3rd) of a St Ives man for 
killing a badger. Michael Robert 
Pierce of St Ives, Cornwall, was 
fined £300 with £1,930 costs and 
forfeited his rifle and gun licence. 
Truro magistrates ruled that his CZ 
.22-calibre rifle had fired the fatal 
shot. Pierce had faced two charges 
that he unlawfully killed the animal 
and used a firearm and ammunition 
insufficiently powerful to do so 
humanely. 
A dogwalker had found the dying 
badger, and police wildlife officer 
Simon Dobson took the carcase to 
a government laboratory in Truro 
for a post-mortem. A forensic 
weapons expert matched a bullet 
found in the animal to Pierce's rifle. 
Sgt Dobson searched the database 
for gun licences of local shooters 
with similar rifles who were 
permitted to hunt in the area. He 
then seized Pierce's rifle and fired 

test rounds with it. The weapon 
was later analysed by ballistic 
experts and matched to the bullet. 
 
Robert Speechley of Cornwall 
Badger Rescue attended the trial 
and said he hoped the ruling would 
make people think twice before 
shooting protected species. 
 
“It is unusual to see a case with 
such good evidence as this, and it 
has been heartening to see the 
lengths to which a wildlife crime 
has been pursued. We certainly 
hope this example will deter people 
from shooting any protected 
species, but a larger fine would 
have made the deterrent effect 
even greater". 
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East Surrey Badger Protection Society Membership Application 
Please return to Treasurer PO Box 2774, Purley, Surrey  CR8 1WY 
Minimum annual subscription: Family at one address £8 ��� � , Adult £6, ��� �  
Child under 15 ��� �  / Senior citizen ��� �  / Student £4 ��� � .    
 

                     Please �  relevant box and use BLOCK CAPITALS:  
          initials        surname   *delete as necessary.  

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms*    . . . . . . . . .    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    e-mail address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

either – I enclose a cheque/PO for £ . . . . . . , it includes a £ . . . . . . . donation.  
 
Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

or – we would be very pleased if you sign this Bankers Order: 

Your bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Branch address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Your Account No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . Branch No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Please pay (now and) † on the 1st January each year to the East Surrey Badger 
Protection Society at Lloyds Bank, 102 South End, Croydon  CR9 1YA, 
                          † delete if joining between October 1st & December 31st 
Account No. 2435058, Branch No. 30-92-45  

the sum of £ . . . . . . . . . .  (it includes a £ . . . . . . . .  donation)  
 
Signature . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Gift Aid Declaration : 
Please treat all subscriptions and donations paid to ESBPS since 6 April 2000 and 
from this date as Gift Aid donations. 
                          Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .   Date . . . . . . . . . .  

Please note: 1. You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the ESBPS. 
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that 
ESBPS reclaims on your donations in the tax year you give.  
3. If, in the future, your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and/or 
capital gains equal to the tax the charity reclaims, please notify the ESBPS. 
4. If you pay tax at a higher rate – although ESBPS cannot reclaim tax at the higher rate, you 
can claim tax relief when completing your tax return. 
 
SURREY BADGERS NEED YOU!  To discuss the possibility of giving us much needed help 
with manning sales stalls, ‘professional skills’, or in any other way please tick the  ��� �� ���
����


